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molecular biology. Dr. Baltimore has profoundly influenced national science policy on such
issues as recombinant DNA research and the AIDS epidemic. He is a highly
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Dr. Baltimore's laboratory combines two different areas of work: basic studies in
immunology and translational studies that draw upon immunology. The basic science
revolves around the control of immune function. Over 25 years ago he discovered the
inducible transcription factor NF-kB, later shown to be a master regulator of inflammatory
and immune processes, and he continues to examine its properties today. The
translational studies are aimed at the engineering of immune function. In one approach,
his laboratory is using lentiviral vectors to program a patient’'s T cells to destroy tumors
such as melanoma. In a second approach, viral vectors are used to program muscle
cells to make potent antibodies against HIV and other pathogens.
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