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Dr. Bruce Stillman is President & CEO of Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory 
(CSHL). A native of Australia, he graduated from The University  
of Sydney and the Australian National University. He moved to CSHL as  
a Postdoctoral Fellow in 1979 and has been at the Laboratory ever since.  
Dr. Stillman was Director of the CSHL Cancer Center from 1992 – 2016. 
In 1994, he was appointed Director of CSHL and was appointed President 
in 2003. 

Dr. Stillman’s research focuses on the mechanism and regulation of duplication of DNA and chro-
matin in eukaryotic cells. He was elected to The Royal Society, the National Academy of Sciences, 
the American Academy of Arts and Science and the Australian Academy of Science. Dr. Stillman has 
received the Alfred P. Sloan Prize, the Louisa Gross Horwitz Prize from Columbia University, the 
Herbert Tabor Research Award from the American Society of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology, the 
Canada Gairdner International Award and the Heineken Prize for Biochemistry and Biophysics from 
the Royal Netherlands Academy of Arts and Sciences. He is an advisor to universities, foundations, 
corporations and government agencies.

DANIEL NATHANS, M.D.

The Daniel Nathans, M.D., Lecture in Molecular Genetics was established 
in 2000 to honor his extraordinary contributions to science and to Johns 
Hopkins University. The lecture provides a forum in which eminent scien-
tists have the opportunity to share their most recent discoveries with the 
Johns Hopkins community.

Dr. Nathans obtained his bachelors degree from the University of Dela-
ware and his medical degree from Washington University in St. Louis. 

Following completion of a residency in internal medicine at Columbia-Presbyterian Medical Center 
and two years as a clinical associate at the National Cancer Institute, he went to Rockefeller University 
where he began his studies on protein synthesis in the laboratory of Dr. Fritz Lipmann. In 1962,  
he was recruited to the microbiology department of the Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine 
by Dr. Barry Wood. Dr. Nathans remained on the faculty at Johns Hopkins until his untimely death 
in 1999. From 1995 to 1996, he served as interim president of Johns Hopkins University. He was also 
a Howard Hughes Medical Institute senior investigator.

In the late 1960’s, Dr. Nathans switched his research focus to the study of viral tumorigenesis. Using 
simian virus 40 as a model, he pioneered the use of restriction enzymes to construct physical maps 
of genes and genetic elements. His work laid the cornerstone for the ensuing revolution in molecular 
biology. In 1978, he shared the Nobel Prize in physiology or medicine with his colleague Hamilton  
O. Smith and with Swiss scientist Werner M. Arber. In 1993, Dr. Nathans was awarded the U.S.  
Nation Medal of Science.

The Daniel Nathans Papers are now available on the National Library of Medicine’s Profiles in Science site at profiles.nlm.hih.gov


